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Finance Minister: Economy, capital market will recover in 2 years

Tribune Report

Publish : 22 Jun 2026, 19:26

Finance Minister Amir Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury has warned that the next two years will be
difficult to bring the country's fragile economy back to a stable state. He said that the current
situation of the economy and trade is not possible to improve quickly.

However, through necessary reforms and policy measures, stability will return within two years and
the economy will gain new momentum later.

He made these remarks as chief guest at a discussion titled “Beyond Numbers, Shaping
Bangladesh's Future: Proposed National Budget 2026-27” organized by the Centre for Governance
Studies (CGS) on Monday.

The minister said: "l am saying in advance that the next two years will be difficult. Everyone will
have to suffer a little during this time. The government will provide policy and social support to
maintain the normal life of the people. But it will take time to reach a stable economy from a fragile
economy."

"If | say that all the problems will be solved tomorrow morning, then it will not be realistic. It will
take at least two years to stabilize the current economy. The economy will turn around in the third
year and in the fourth and fifth years we will see the picture of a prosperous Bangladesh."

He said that qualified, independent and professional people have been appointed to the capital
market regulatory body. At the same time, necessary reforms are being made in the laws and
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regulations so that the confidence of domestic and foreign investors increases and transparency
is ensured in the market.

Chowdhury said: "The world's major investment institutions have already started showing interest
in Bangladesh. Various international financial institutions including JP Morgan have expressed
interestin investing. Major opportunities will be created in the capital market in the next two years."

He stressed on simplifying the regulation and approval process in business and trade as part of the
economic reforms.

He said: “Deregulation or reducing unnecessary regulation is one of the government’s biggest
initiatives. | know that there will be various obstacles in implementing it. But we are ready to take
tough decisions in the interest of the country.”

The Finance Minister also raised the issue of digital economy at the event. He said that several
global platforms, including international online payment service company PayPal, are going to
start operations in Bangladesh. As a result, it will be easier for freelancers, startup entrepreneurs
and content creators to bring foreign income into the country.

He said, “We want to open up all kinds of opportunities in the digital economy for the young
generation. The process of bringing foreign income into the country has been simplified.
International payment platforms have been invited to come to Bangladesh, and many institutions
have already responded.”

Emphasizing the democratization of the economy, Amir Khasru said: “The success of the economy
cannot be judged by growth or export numbers alone. If the participation and welfare of the
common people is not ensured, that development has no meaning. Therefore, the government
wants to build an economic structure where small entrepreneurs, cottage industries, creative
professionals and marginalized communities will also get equal opportunities.”

The program was presided over by CGS President Zillur Rahman and was attended by economist
Selim Jahan, BCI President Anwar-ul Alam Chowdhury Parvez, Transcom Limited CEO Simin
Rahman and representatives from various sectors

https://www.dhakatribune.com/amp/business/413322/finance-minister-economy-capital-
market-will
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Democratization of the economy is the main philosophy of the proposed national budget for the fiscal
year 2026-27, said Finance Minister Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury.

He said the government's goal is to ensure active participation of citizens in economic activities.

The Finance Minister said, “It will take two years for the country to reach a stable state from its current
fragile state. The third year will be the time for transition, and the fourth and fifth years will be the years
of prosperity for Bangladesh.”

Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury made these remarks while speaking as the chief guest at a
discussion program titled 'The Fiscal Compass 2026: Beyond the Numbers, Shaping Bangladesh's
Future—Proposed National Budget 2026-27' jointly organized by the Center for Governance Studies
(CGS) and UAP at the University of Asia Pacific (UAP) Auditorium on Green Road in the capital on
Monday.

The Finance Minister said, “The budget had to be formulated in the context of high expectations of the
people in just one and a half months. One of the goals of this budget is greater participation, inclusion
and creation of new economic opportunities.”
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He stressed on the creative economy and said that there is an opportunity to showcase the traditional
arts and cultural resources of different regions of the country in the national and international markets,
as Itis possible to reach domestic crafts to the global market through e-commerce platforms.

https://en.bd-pratidin.com/economy/2026/06/22/64858

5pc tax bracket may be restored: Khosru

Staff Correspondent, 22 June, 2026, 23:24
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Asia Pacific

BEYOND THE | NGLADESH'S FUTURE
PROPOSED NATIONAL BUDGET FOR FY 2026~ -27
GUEST oF HoNoR : AMIR KHASRU MAHMUD CHOWDHURY M

MINISTER FOR FINANCE & PLANNING
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

: . “amzFinance
minister Am|r Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury speaks at a post- budget discussion arranged by Centre for
Governance Studies in collaboration of the University of Asia Pacific in the capital on Monday. | Press
release

Finance minister Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury on Monday said 5 per cent tax bracket was likely to
return in the individual income tax payment slabs in financial year of 2026-2027.

Additional allocation to Tk 800 crore for the success of the creative economy could be given, he also
said while reiterating his stance on alternative funding sources rather than loans from International
Monetary Fund to meet budget deficit.

The finance minister hoped that the share market would revive in two years and again warned against
resistance of deregulation as he was addressing a post budget discussion arranged by Centre for
Governance Studies in collaboration with the University of Asia Pacific at its auditorium on the day.
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His comment on the possible review of the proposed income tax payment slabs came while he was
responding to questions from the audience.

The 5 per cent tax bracket has been dropped from the proposed national budget, sparking criticisms.

Earlier, highlighting the negative impacts of the income tax proposals on individual savings and wealth
maximisation for small and medium income groups, MA Baqui Khalily, the dean of School of Business
under University of Asia Pacific, suggested restoring the tax bracket.

Calling the proposed income tax rates regressive Baqui Khalily, who delivered the keynote paper, said
the proposed budget reflected visions of the newly elected government, but still followed the
conventional strategies.

He suggested for a different perspective to formulate budget for addressing institutional constraints
and checking wastage of resources.

Among others, economist Selim Jahan, former Dhaka University economics department teacher Abu
Ahmed, banker Mamun Rashid, Research and Policy Integration for Development chairman MA
Razzaque, Financial Reporting Council chairman Sajjad Hossain Bhuiyan, Bangladesh Association of
Banks chairman Abdul Hai Sarker, Bangladesh Chamber of Industries president Anwar-ul-Alam
Chowdhury Pervez, Transcom Group chief executive officer Simin Rahman and University of Asia
Pacific Board of Trustees chairman KM Mozibul Hoque and its acting vice chancellor Mohiuddin Ahmed
Bhuiyan participated in the discussion moderated by CGS president Zillur Rahman.

They focused on key budgetary priorities, fiscal challenges, resource allocation, economic growth,
social protection, and the broader policy directions required to ensure sustainable and inclusive
development.

They also examined how fiscal decisions can shape economic outcomes and influence the lives of
citizens across different sectors of society, unemployment and inflation.

The finance minister said they would allocate more money to implement the creative economy aiming
at creating employment for educated unemployed and bringing the players, artists and artisans into
the mainstream economy.

He committed better internet speed for the start-ups and young entrepreneurs.

Admitting that the deregulation plans has been faced resistances, he warned that he would not
hesitate to arrange punishment for them.

https://www.newagebd.net/post/economy/303659/5pc-tax-bracket-may-be-restored-khosru
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