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Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha (BSS)
Rizwana for preparing youth, rethinking dev models to face
climate change

m R e

DHAKA, Dec 23, 2024 (BSS) - Environment, Forest, and Climate Change Adviser Syeda Rizwana
Hasan today stressed preparing the youth to adapt to changes and rethinking development
models and lifestyles aiming to address climate change.

She also focused on enhancing the nation's capacity to address climate change, allocating a
larger budget, and ensuring its proper utilisation.

Rizwana came up with the observation while addressing a roundtable titled "COP29: Expectations,
Reality, and Lessons for the Future" as the chief guest at University of Asia Pacific (UAP) in Dhaka.
She pointed out that the current economic model requires re-evaluation in the context of climate
challenges, as geographical existence is under threat due to climate change.

The adviser said there is no international definition of climate finance, and funds labeled under
this category often fail to address the actual damage caused by climate change.

Addressing environmental challenges, she mentioned that 28 percent of air pollution originates
from power plants, which remain inadequately controlled.

She underscored the need for prioritising environmental justice alongside climate justice and
called for immediate action to mitigate diminishing arable land and river pollution.

Rizwana said environmental catastrophes are minimising the country's adaptation capacity, not
merely due to the lack of funds but because of systemic inefficiencies.

To address these challenges at international level, she said, Bangladesh must establish a stronger
political stance.



The youth must be prepared to deliver the rights and politically correct messages in negotiations,
Rizwana added.

The advisor encouraged universities to inspire students to innovate alternatives to polythene and
plastic since such initiatives could bring significant change.

Dr Ainun Nishat, Professor Emeritus, BRAC University; Architect Mahbuba Haque, Chairperson,
Board of Trustees (BOT), UAP; and Prof Dr Qumrul Ahsan, Vice Chancellor, UAP; were present as
special guests.

Prof Dr MA Baqui Khalily, Dean, School of Business, UAP, chaired the meeting while Professor Dr.
Suborna Barua, University of Dhaka presented a keynote paper.

Shawkat Ali Mirza, Director, Climate Change and International Convention, Department of
Environment; Dr Shah Abdul Saadi, Deputy Secretary, ERD, Ministry of Finance; Hafiz Khan,
Environmental Lawyer;, M Zakir Hossain Khan, Chief Executive, Change Initiative; Md
Shamsuddoha, Chief Executive, Center for Participatory Research and Development (CPRD);
Sharif Jamil, Member Secretary, Dhoritri Rokkhay Amra-DHORA; Barish Hasan Chowdhury,
Campaign and Policy Coordinator, BELA; and Architect Mahbuba Haque, Chairperson, BOT, UAP;
also spoke at the meeting.

https://www.bssnews.net/news/232961

The Business Standard (TBS)
UAP holds discussion on expectations, realities
and learning of COP29
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The 29 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP29) held in Baku, the
capital of Azerbaijan, is a significant step towards addressing the impacts of
climate change.

Heads of state, scientists, policymakers, businesspeople, and entrepreneurs attended
the conference. On Monday (December 23, 2024), the University of Asia Pacific
(UAP) organised a discussion on the expectations, realities and learning for the future
of the conference.



https://www.bssnews.net/news/232961

The discussion was attended by Syeda Rizwana Hasan, Advisor to the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change of the Interim Government, as the chief
guest.

Professor Dr M. A. Baki Khalili, Dean of the School of Business at UAP, chaired the
event, which was attended by Dr Ainun Nishat, Professor Emeritus at BRAC
University; Architect Mahbuba Haque, Chairperson of the Board of Trustees (BOT)
at UAP; and Professor Dr Qumrul Ahsan, Vice Chancellor at UAP.

The keynote address was presented by Professor Dr Suborna Barua, Department of
International Business, University of Dhaka.

The panel discussion was attended by Professor Dr Mohammad Shariful Islam,
Department of Civil Engineering, BUET, Member, Board of Trustees, University of
Asia Pacific; Shawkat Ali Mirza, Director, Climate Change and International
Convention, Department of Environment; Dr. Fazle Rabbi Sadique, Deputy Managing
Director, Palli-Karma Sahayak Foundation; Dr Shah Abdul Saadi, Deputy Secretary,
ERD, Ministry of Finance; Hafiz Khan, Environmental Lawyer; M. Zakir Hossain
Khan, Chief Executive, Change Initiative; Md Shamsuddoha, Chief Executive, Center
for Participatory Research and Development (CPRD); Dr S M Munjurul Hannan
Khan, Executive Director, Nature Conservation Management (NACOM); Kazi
Amdadul Haque, Senior Director - Strategic Planning and Head of Climate Action,
Friendship; Dr Mohammad Emran Hasan, Head of Climate Justice, Oxfam in
Bangladesh; Sharif Jamil, Member Secretary, Dhoritri Rokkhay Amra-DHORA,;
Jasmima Sabatina, Executive Board Member, EforGen; Barish Hasan Chowdhury,
Campaign and Policy Coordinator, BELA; U Khing Chack, Executive Board Member,
Green Milieu; and Mier Dong, Fellow, China Youth Climate Action Network
(CYCAN).

The speakers said that the financial negotiations at COP29 have progressed slowly,
failing to replace the $100 billion pledge. Fossil fuel subsidies have reached $1.7
trillion, hindering the progress of renewable energy.

They also said that poor countries need $1 trillion yearly to address the climate crisis,
one-third of which should come from rich countries.

Professor Dr Abu Sayeed Mostaque Ahmed, Dean of the School of Environmental
Science and Design at UAP; Professor Dr Nehreen Majed, Head of the Department
of Civil Engineering at UAP; Sarwar Razzak Chowdhury, Head of the Department of
Business Administration at UAP, and others were also present.
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/corporates/uap-holds-discussion-

expectations-realities-and-learning-cop29-1025651
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She further pointed out that 28% of air pollution originates from power plants, an issue yet to be effectively controlled
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Syeda Rizwana Hasan, adviser to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and the Ministry of
Water Resources, emphasized enhancing capacity, increasing budgets, ensuring proper fund utilization and
preparing youth to tackle climate challenges.

She urged the younger generation to prepare themselves and develop the ability to deliver the right message.
She said these as the chief guest at a program titled “COP29: Expectations, Reality, and Lessons for the Future”
organized by the University of Asia Pacific on Monday.

Rizwana Hasan highlighted the urgent need to rethink economic models to combat climate change, warning
that geographical existence is at risk due to its effects.

She noted the lack of a universal definition for climate finance and criticized current funds for failing to
adequately address the impacts of climate change.

She further pointed out that 28% of air pollution originates from power plants, an issue yet to be effectively
controlled.

She emphasized that achieving environmental justice necessitates simultaneous efforts toward climate justice.
With diminishing agricultural land and polluted rivers in Bangladesh, she called for effective measures to
address these issues.

Rizwana Hasan also noted that environmental disasters are reducing adaptation capacity and said that without
proper political commitment, international solutions would remain elusive.

She suggested that universities should inspire students to develop alternatives to plastic technologies, paving
the way for meaningful change.

During a panel discussion, speakers observed that financial negotiations at COP29 have progressed slowly,
failing to meet the $100 billion annual commitment.

They also highlighted that fossil fuel subsidies have reached $1.7 trillion, hindering the advancement of
renewable energy.

The panelists stressed that tackling the climate crisis requires $1 trillion annually for developing countries, with
one-third of this amount expected from wealthy nations.

https://www.dhakatribune.com/368950
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Dhaka, December 23, 2024 (PR) - Syeda Rizwana Hasan, Advisor to the Ministry of Environment, Forest,
and Climate Change and the Ministry of Water Resources, emphasized the need to enhance the nation's
capacity to address climate change, allocate a larger budget, and ensure its proper utilization. She
highlighted the importance of preparing the youth to adapt to changes and rethink development models
and lifestyles.

She made these remarks on Monday while addressing a program titled “COP29: Expectations, Reality, and
Lessons for the Future” as the chief guest at the University of Asia Pacific (UAP).

The advisor pointed out that the current economic model requires re-evaluation in the context of climate
challenges, as geographical existence is under threat due to climate change. She noted that there is no
international definition of climate finance, and funds labeled under this category often fail to address the
actual damage caused by climate change.

Addressing environmental challenges, she mentioned that 28% of air pollution originates from power
plants, which remain inadequately controlled. She stressed the need to prioritize environmental justice
alongside climate justice and urged immediate action to mitigate declining agricultural land and river
pollution.

She also remarked that environmental catastrophes are diminishing the country's adaptation capacity, not
merely due to the lack of funds but because of systemic inefficiencies. To address these challenges on an
international level, Bangladesh must establish a stronger political stance. The youth must be prepared to
deliver the right, politically correct messages in negotiations.

Furthermore, the advisor encouraged universities to inspire students to innovate alternatives to polythene
and plastic, as such initiatives could bring significant change.

Dr. Ainun Nishat, Professor Emeritus, BRAC University; Architect Mahbuba Haque, Chairperson, Board of
Trustees (BOT), UAP; and Prof. Dr. Qumrul Ahsan, Vice Chancellor, UAP, was present as Special Guests.
Chaired by Professor Dr. M.A. Baqui Khalily, Dean, School of Business, UAP. Keynote Paper was presented
Professor Dr. Suborna Barua, University of Dhaka.



Shawkat Ali Mirza, Director, Climate Change and International Convention, Department of Environment,
GoB, Bangladesh; Dr. Shah Abdul Saadi, Deputy Secretary, ERD, Ministry of Finance, GoB; Hafiz Khan,
Environmental Lawyer; M. Zakir Hossain Khan, Chief Executive, Change Initiative; Md. Shamsuddoha, Chief
Executive, Center for Participatory Research and Development (CPRD); Sharif Jamil, Member Secretary,
Dhoritri Rokkhay Amra-DHORA; Barish Hasan Chowdhury, Campaign and Policy Coordinator, BELA; etc.
https://ep-
bd.com/view/details/news/NDIwNg%3D%3D/title?g=capacity+building+are+essential+to+tackle+climate+change
%3A+syeda+rizwana+hasan
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