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Dhaka transport not women-friendly
International workshop told

Staff Correspondent
Women feel uncomfortable and unsafe while travelling on public transport in Dhaka, especially buses, but they are bound
to use the transportation due to a lack of alternatives for them, speakers said at a workshop yesterday.
They said women even have to struggle accessing the available transportation.

Those who prefer walking to riding buses cannot walk comfortably as most of the roads in the capital do not have good
walking facility, they said, adding that the surrounding environment of the footpaths was also women-unfriendly. The
University of Leeds and University of Asia Pacific (UAP) jointly organised the workshop on UAP campus in the capital.
Poor working women are the worst sufferers; therefore, the authorities concerned should ensure their easy access to public
transport by increasing the number of buses and making those women-friendly, said the speakers. They also urged the
authorities to build wide and well-structured footpaths, and ensure lighting facilities on the footpaths. Faculties of different
local and international universities took part in the workshop. Dr James Evans, a professor of the University of
Manchester, said boarding and exiting the busses is the biggest challenge for the women, and they have to fight with other
male passengers to get access there. Besides, they do not feel safe walking on the footpaths, especially during night, and
when they walk people's attitude makes them uncomfortable, he said. Therefore, the authorities should increase lighting
facilities and ensure police presence on the footpaths, he added.
Karen Lucas, professor of the University of Leeds, said a coordinated government approach is a must to solve the women's
problems in transportation. Men should change their negative attitude towards women and help the latter as much as they
can, she said. Farzana Rahman, a professor of UAP; Debra Efroymson, international adviser to the Institute of Wellbeing
in Bangladesh; and Dr Nova Ahmed, an associate professor of North South University, also spoke among others.
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Int'l workshop on 'Transport and mobility: Meeting the needs
of working women' at UAP

Prof Dr Jamilur Reza Choudhury, Vice Chancellor of University of Asia Pacific makes a presentation at a two-day long international workshop on
"Transport and Mobility: Meeting the Needs of Working Women" held at the University recently.

Campus Report :
A two-day long international workshop on "Transport and Mobility: Meeting the Needs of Working
Women" was held at the University of Asia Pacific (UAP) from August 19-20, 2017. The University of
Leeds and UAP jointly organised the workshop to find out the reasons why women feel
uncomfortable and unsafe while travelling on public transport in Dhaka, especially buses. The
workshop also pointed out that women even have to struggle accessing the available transportation.
The first day of workshop began with a presentation on "Transformation of Transport Landscape in
Dhaka" by Prof Dr Jamilur Reza Choudhury, Vice Chancellor, UAP.
Faculties of different local and international universities took part in the workshop.
Dr James Evans, Professor of the University of Manchester, Karen Lucas, Professor of the
University of Leeds, Farzana Rahman, Professor of UAP; Debra Efroymson, international adviser to
the Institute of Wellbeing in Bangladesh also spoke among others. Besides, Qayum Reza
Chowdhury, Chairman, BOT, Prof Dr MR Kabir, Pro Vice Chancellor, Prof Dr Mizanur Rahaman,
Head, CE and other faculties of the department were present during the session.
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